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RNNDHM visits Dominga, defender of water sentenced to 50 years in prison 

• We  demand  that  the  Judiciary  of  the  State  of  Mexico  immediately  free  this  
defender who has spent 11 years in political prison 

• Dominga was given the maximum sentence for being a human rights defender  On  July  4th,  the  Coordinators  of  the  National  Network  of  Women  Human  Rights Defenders in Mexico (RNDDHM) visited defender Dominga González Martínez, who has been held in the Santiaguito prison in the State of Mexico for 11 years, unjustly accused of homicide and deprivation of liberty. 
“I ask you to help me get out of here. They are doing us a great injustice. I defended the  
water  of  my  people.  Without  water  there  is  no  life.”  The  61-year-old  woman acknowledges  her  sorrow,  but  insists  that  she  hasn’t  lost  hope  of  regaining  her freedom and going home to her family.  Dressed in blue like the other women prisoners in Santiaguito, Dominga, defender of the right to water of  the community of  San Pedro Tlanixco in the State of  Mexico,  awaits the resolution of an appeal filed in June by the Zeferino Ladrillero Center for  Human  Rights  (CDHZL),  now  in  charge  of  her  legal  defense.  The  slender  woman refuses  to  use  the  khaki  uniform  that  identifies  those  who  have  been  sentenced, because she didn’t kill anybody and her sentence is unjust. According to Dominga’s lawyers, it could take another year and a half to resolve the appeal.  They underscore the fact that her case is being handled in the First Court, 
“where political matters are normally resolved.”  This was true of the Atenco case, in which townspeople defended their lands,  and the case of the ejido and community of Salazar, who denounced the plunder of their lands.Dominga, a Nahua indigenous woman, was sentenced to 50 years in prison in 2017, but entered the Santiaguito Social Reinsertion and Penitentiary Center in 2007.  “I’ve  
been here for 11 years. It took them 10 years to give me the 50 year sentence. I don’t  
know why it took them so long,” she questioned during our conversation in the prison’s visiting yard. 



Dominga’s case is plagued with inconsistencies and contradictions,  as is true in all cases involving political prison in Mexico.  According to the CDHZL, which has offered their legal assistance for the last three years, there is absolutely no evidence to justify sentencing the defender of the right to water, much less for 50 years. Her attorneys say that the First Instance Judge in the First Criminal Court of Toluca, who lives in   Almoloya de Juárez,  gave Dominga the maximum sentence based on three  “arguments”:  her  supposedly  unfounded  claims  that  she  is  an  indigenous woman, a human rights defender, and a defender of customs and traditions. According  to  criminal  case  #32/2013,  Dominga  and  five  other  inhabitants  of  San Pedro  Tlanixco  are  charged  with  participating  in  the  death  of  the  businessman Alejandro  Issak  Basso,  on  April  1,  2003,  after  a  dispute  between  townspeople, authorities,  and businessmen engaged in floriculture,  over the concession of water that rises from the Texcaltenco River. Born  and  raised  in  San  Pedro  Tlanixco,  in  the  municipality  of  Tenango  del  Valle, Dominga was arrested the night of July 9, 2007, when she had already gone to sleep.  Two days later, formal charges were filed against her. Thirty judicial police cars were used to arrest her, with five agents in each one. She was subjected to verbal abuse,  threats and intimidation by the judicial police of what was then called the Attorney General’s Office of the State of Mexico. “We´re going to rape you if you don’t tell  us  
where the others are,” threatened the agents, with words that Dominga has never been able  to  forget.  “It’s  as  if  they had  just  said  that  to  me,”  she  tells  us  with  her  eyes watering.Dominga, the mother of four children, lives in Dormitory #5 of the Santiaguito prison, together with 35 other women prisoners. She supports herself with the work she does there: cooking, cleaning, embroidering and weaving.  “What I miss most is my family,”  she says. “Here, you lose everything. I feel like they cut my wings. I don’t work like I used  
to. There’s no freedom to go where you want to.” The  225  women  defenders  and  journalist  that  make  up  the  RNDDHM  stand  in solidarity with Dominga, political prisoner for defending the vital resource of water.  Accordingly, we demand that the State of Mexico immediately release this defender after holding her in political prison for 11 years.  We also demand freedom and justice for the other five defenders of the human right to water, who are sentenced to 50 years in prison, case #  32/2013.  They are:  Antonio Pérez  González,  Lorenzo  Sánchez  Berriozábal,  Pedro  Sánchez  Berriozábal,  Teófilo Pérez González and Rómulo Arias Mireles.Our civilian network demands that the Judiciary of the State of Mexico, through its First Criminal Court, issue a favorable response without delay to the appeal filed last June, and in keeping with this response, dictate an absolutory sentence for Dominga and all the political prisoners of  San Pedro Tlanixco. 
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